Patri ck
By

Juli Barkas



ACT |

Scene 1
Patrick Granes, 5 year old with tourette syndrone
Dr. Mfflan, Patrick’s doctor, md forties
M. Robert Granes, |late twenties, Patrick’s father
Ms. Marcy Granes, late twenties, Patrick’s nother

Patrick, Robert, and Marcy Granes are sitting in a
smal | doctor’s waiting roonml exam neeting room

Dr. Mfflan cones out of a door on stage left.

DR. M FFLAN
M. and Ms. Granes, hello.

MARCY GRAMES
(stunmbling over words)

He-, hello, doctor.
((sounding worried))

Marcy and Robert get up fromtheir chairs and neet
Dr. Mfflan stage center/ left.

Robert shakes the doctor’s hand.

Patrick is sitting stage right on the fl oor
blinking rapidly, as if it were a tic and rocking
back and forth while playing with a toy truck.

Robert, Marcy, and the Doctor are standing stage
| eft, discussing Patrick.

PATRI CK GRAMES

(qui ckly)
| don’t want to. | don't want to. NO (very loudly) I
don’t want to. No! No!

DR, M FFLAN
Has he been doing this a lot lately, repeating hinself?

ROBERT GRAMES
For alittle while now, we’ve noticed himrepeating
hi nsel f nore and nore, and even repeating things we
say, very harshly.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

MARCY GRAMES

(eagerly)
So, what can you tell us?

PATRI CK GRAMES
(in the background)
No! What can you tell us? What can you tell us? No!!

ROBERT GRAMES
Yes, please Dr. Mfflan, tell us what you ve found out.

Robert and Marcy get closer to confort each other.

DR. M FFLAN
Your son has a formof tourettes syndrone, which
explains the blinking rapidly. It is also a mld form
of Coprolalia.

ROBERT GRAMES
What is copo-, coprolalia?

DR M FFLAN
It is an involuntary utterance of words and soneti nes
repititions of words.

MARCY GRAMES
Oh, ny. Well, what can we do?

Marcy | ooks at Patrick...

PATRI CK GRAMES
What can we do?! What can we do?! Crap! Crap! NO!!

...then to the doctor for a solution.

DR. M FFLAN
There is nothing nore than just managi ng his synptons
for the rest of his |ife. He is not severe enough to
use pharmacol ogi cal treatnent.

MARCY GRAMES
| need to sit down. This is too nuch.

Robert conforts Marcy to the chair she had sat in
before on stage right.

ROBERT GRAMES
It’s alright, we’ve been through worse. W can do this.

MARCY GRAMES

| want to believe you, but I don't knowif | can handle
t his.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

PATRI CK GRAMES

No!

No! I want to believe you! No! No! I want to

believe you! No! | don't want tol!

Marcy cups her hands over her face and begins to
lightly sob.

Robert conforts her by rubbing her back.

Robert slides off his chair and kneel s besi de
Marcy, with his hands on her knee.

ROBERT CGRAMES

(to the doctor hesitantly)

Coul d, we, um have a m nute, please?

DR. M FFLAN
O course, | will go get his paperwork and be back in a
bit. There are tissues...

N |

Dr. Mfflan gestures toward the tissues upstage
fromwhere Marcy and Robert are sitting.
here if you need them

Dr. Mfflan turns and exits stage left.

ROBERT CGRAMES

Patr

Look

What
baby
nor e

i ck, conme here please.

Robert gestures for Patrick to conme over to them
and he | ooks up and gets up off the floor and

wal ks into Robert’s outstretched arns. Patrick
sits on Robert’s knee.

at him Marcy.

Marcy | ooks up with teared eyes. She | ooks in both
of his eyes.

do you see? | see our little boy. He's ours, our

. Not hing can nake us I ove himany | ess or even any
. W wll find a way to get through this, for him

MARCY GRAMES

Thi s

is all too nuch.

Mar cy pauses

She pulls in Patrick to hug him he hugs her back.
The enbrace fl eets.

Robert is kneeling still as he watches this nonent
between his wi fe and son.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

PATRI CK GRAMES
Mommy, what’'s wong with ne?

He twitches his head sideways when he says:
No!! | don’t want to!

MARCY GRAMES
(hol di ng back tears)
It’s alright sweety, there is nothing wong with you.
You are perfect the way you re nmade, we are just going
to have to work on sone things, alright?

PATRI CK GRAMES
(whi speri ng)
Al right.

He pulls away and gestures to where he was
sitting.
Can | go back over there and play with ny truck?

MARCY GRAMES
O course.

She snmiles while holding back tears.

Robert sits in the chair again and waps his arm
around his wife.

They sit watching their son play with his truck
still blinking rapidly and rocking as if nothing
were the matter.

We can get through this, (beat) for Patrick.

THE END



